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drew him aside and began to discuss politics!), a magnificent
fighter, and a gay and affectionate companion* Success
has always attracted Lloyd George, and for many years
Churchill marched from triumph to triumph. At first
the two were close political allies as well as friends; but
after Churchill's removal to the Admiralty in 1911 there
was less co-operation between them. It is only fair to
add that the private friendship went on undiminished.
No statesman of this generation was more universally
beloved than Rufus Isaacs* Me assuredly possessed a
genius for friendship; and when the break came between
Asquith and Lloyd George, sundering so many former
companions into two hostile groups, Isaacs never forfeited
the warmest regard of Mrs. Asquith on the one hand,
while at the same time living on terms of intimacy with
Lloyd George,
Like so many of the intensely ambitious and able men
who have written their names large on the scroll of history,
Lloyd George has always been very egotistic. Even friends
have to be judged by their willingness and capacity to help
the hero to win further triumphs, " But is he a patriot for
rnrt" was the querulous reply of the limperor Francis
Joseph to a courtier who was assuring him of the patriotism
of one of his subjects, Love of Austria counted for nothing
in comparison with devotion towards the occupant of the
throne, M Is he loyal to me? " lias always, one imagines,
been Lloyd George's unspoken query* He has often been
accused of ingratitude; and to this extent at least the
charge is true: services performed yesterday count with
him for nothing compared with services to be rendered
to-morrow*
Once he load become possessed of a home at Walton
Heath, Lloyd George spent there every spare moment which
was not given to Criccieth, It was a larger house than the